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Claims 1-9 
the Examiner rejectejd 
particularly point ou : 
invention. Claim 3 
amended to correct 



REMARKS 

are pending in the application. In an Office Action mailed 18 October 2005, 
claim 3 under 35 USC 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
and distinctly claim the subject matter which Applicant regards as the 
been amended to overcome this rejection. Claims 3,5-7, and 9 have been 
I rramrnarical and typographical errors* 



lias 



The Examin ir also rejected claims 1-4 and 6-9 under 35 USC 103(a) as being 

y, arming (US Patent No. 5,909,427) in view of Kasper (US Patent No. 6,941,391) 
USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Manning in view of Kasper as applied 
further in view of Ghrabaszcz (US Patent No. 6,701,453). Hie Examiner 



unpatentable over 
and claim 5 under 3: 
to claim 3 above, 
noted: 



and 



active 
generates acjallj 
call requests 
inie rconriecting 
1-4). "Each 
switch fabric 
control module 
interconnect ed thro 
inf ormarion [provide, 
appropriate 
two call processing < 
14-18, are the 
two call processing* 
routing instrjjcrion r 
process the 
module as sliown i 



least two 
token bus 
one of the 
two or mora; 
master port 

Kasper 
one of the 
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(Re claim 1 and 3) Manning discloses "two call processing devices, wherein 
one of the to call processing devices is active and the other one of the two call 
processing devices is inactive" (Col 2 lines 61-64 "Background switch control 
module ... operates in the background and serves as a redundant module in the 
event that foreground switch control module ... fails or is taken out of service"), 
"and the acqve one of the two call processing devices receives a call request and 

routing instruction''. (Re claim 3) "[sending] a copy of the plurality of 
to the inactive call processing device*, and (Re claim 1 and 3) u an 

_ means for connecting the two call processing devices" (CoL 3 lines 
/O module provides this information to the inputs of a foreground 

of foreground switch control module and background switch 
le" where the "active" and "inactive call processing devices'* are 
.ugh the I/O module and CoL 3 lines 7-9 4< the communication 
sd by each I/O module is properly routed or mapped to the 
i les tination n , "at least two pore network controllers interfacing with the 
sing devices" (Figure 1 where the I/O module, reference numbers 
port network controllers" and reference numbers 10 and 12 are the 
devices), and a "port network controller [processing] the call 
" (Col 3 lines 65-67 "cell flow processor ... uses TSSP ... to 
formation* where the cell [sic] flow processor is part of the I/O 
in Figure 1 with reference 38, 
Manhing does not explicitly disclose u a means for assigning one of the at 
>o i network controllers as the master pore nerwork controller" and "a 
in ^rconnecting the two or more port nerwork controllers, wherein at least 
ro or more port network controllers request a token and the one of the 
port network controllers that receives the token is assigned as the 
letwork controller." 

(US 6,941,391) discloses (Re claims 1 and 3) "a means for assigning 
least two port network controllers as the master port network 
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controller* 
controllers 
master* 



aid 4 



and Figure 
shown connected 



"a token bus interconnecting the two or more pore network 
[CoL 6 lines 18-19 "the controller ... negotiates to become a bus 
h el where muhiple "port network controllers*, reference 40, are 
on a bus, reference 42), "wherein at least one of the two or more 
port network controllers request a token and the one of the two or more port 
network con [roller? that receives the token is the roaster port network controller" 
i2-66 "The host onlygrves the controller ... ownership of descriptors 
h[is one or more frames ready for transmission" where the descriptor is a 
as stated earlier, the controller negotiates for the "token" or descriptor). 



(GoL 7 lines 
... whenit ' 
" token" and 



has 



Applicant 
stated grounds of re 
remarks in support c 



reviewed the cited Manning and Kasper Patents and the Examiner's clearly 
ection, has amended claims 1, 3, 5 - 7, and 9, and presents the following 
f patentability. 



[devices 



: network controllers 



Applicant's 
call processing 
port 

receives call request: 
sent to the 
processing devices 
instruct one of the 
controller receives 
a token and the port 
controller. 



: master port 
f uls 



ely check the < >peration of 



The cited 
comprises a foreground and 
to the same plurality 
rourine! 

switch control mod lie 
that the foreground switch control 
critically that 
event of a failure, 
However, the redunjlani 
operating the digital 
the background 
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ijedundanr network call management system comprises interconnected duplicate 
connected to a plurality of port network controllers, where the plurality of 
are interconnected via a token bus. The active call processing device 
and processes the call requests to generate call routing instructions that are 
network controller, When the interconnection between the duplicate call 
, both of the duplicate call processing devices transition to an active state and 
p lurality of port network controllers to operate as master. When a port network 
instruction to transition to a master state, the port network controller requests 
network controller that receives the token transitions to master port network 



ai 



M inning 



Patent discloses a redundant switch and method of operation which 
a background control module that are connected in the same manner 
of I/O controllers. The redundant switch has the ability to systematically and 
the background switch during actual operation. The background 
operates in the background and serves as a redundant module in the event 
module fails or is taken out of service. Manning recognizes the 
of the background control module are operating correctly so that, in the 
background control module maybe relied upon for continued operation* 
switch system disclosed by Manning fails to provide a contingency for 
switching system in the event the I/O serial link between the foreground and 
modules fails. 
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cited K*sperPat< 



The 

fencepost buffering 
memory. The cache 
second descriptor acjdrc: 
discriminated from 
descriptor, and the 
descriptor. Theactr 
transfer of the active 
descriptor address, 
placed in the seconc 



:enr discloses a system and method for reducing transfer latencies in 
hat provides a cache between a host and a network controller having shared 
is divided into a dual cache having a top cache and a bottom cache. A first and 

ss location is fetched from shared memory. The two descriptors are 
<j>ne another in that the first descriptor address location is a location of an active 
s jcond descriptor address location is a location of a neserve/lookahead 
re descriptor is copied to the top cache, A command is issued to DMA for 
descriptor. The second descriptor address location is then copied into the first 
The next descriptor address location from external memory is then fetched and 
descriptor address location. 



•of tlie 



: network controllers, 



: actrre 



Neither 
system which compos 
port 

token bus. The 
generate call 
interconnection 
processing devices 
controllers to operate 
transition to a masie 
controller that 



: receives 



Docket No.: 013217.0 179PTUS 
(401045-A-OI-US) 



cited references disclose Applicant's redundant network call management 
es interconnected duplicate call processing devices connected to a plurality of 

where the plurality of port network controllers are interconnected via a 
call processing device receives call requests and processes the call requests to 
that are sent to the master port network controller. When the 
duplicate call processing devices fails, both of the duplicate call 
transition to an active state and instruct one of the plurality of port network 

as master. "When a port network controller receives an instrucxion to 
r state, the port network controller requests a token and the port network 
the token transitions to master port network controller. 



routing instructions 1 
ben ween the i 



[THE REMAINDER OF THIS PAGE IS INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANIQ 
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has 



amend nents 



Applicant 
of the above 
for allowance. Appl 
charge our Deposit 
undersigned is 



Dated: LZ 



Docket No.; 013217.0179PTUS 
(4O104S.A-0MJS) 



amended the independent claims to clearly present these differences. In view 
and remarks, Applicant believes the pending application is in condition 
)I cant believes no fee is due with this response. However, if a fee is due, please 
- \ccount No. 50- 1 848, under Order No. 013217.0179PTLB from which the 
to draw. 



authorized 



Respectfully submitted, 
PATTON BOGGS LLP 




Customer No, 242U3 



By _ 

James JVyfcrraziano 
Registration No.; 28,300 
(303) 830-1776 
(303) 894-9239 (Fax) 
Attorney for Applicant 
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